the time of the meeting and would be ideal starting points for registrar study.
I wish I'd had this book 15 years ago when I sent home a female migraineur with three days of headache, who had a normal CT. She died the following day and autopsy showed subarachnoid haemorrhage. Jelinek and Rogers state "in subarachnoid haemorrhage if CT is normal, lumbar puncture is mandatory".
In an A8 pocket-sized book of 100 pages, Jelinek and Rogers have neatly detailed the recognition and early management of some 50 emergencies. Along with a dozen of the more common procedures and how to perform them safely, they include six evolving emergency medicine scenarios together with the answers.
Although this is a book written predominantly for medical students, it is also an ideal way for the nonemergency physician to gain an appreciation of the domain and scope of Emergency Medicine.
Whilst much of Emergency Medicine consists of dizzy old ladies, geriatric patients who can't cope, and drug-using-miscreant-ne'er-do-well youth riding unhappily the vicissitudes of life, none of which are covered in this book, the essentials of emergency management (Triage category 1 and 2) are evidencebased and neatly detailed, together with points of current controversy.
Both authors are Australian and practise at Sir Charles Gairdner Hospital. The book reflects contemporary practice and I know of no other source for medical students to pick up the fundamentals of the specialty in a couple of hours' reading. Anaesthetists will be interested to read the emergency physician's approach to rapid sequence induction, failed intubation, pain management and a number of common nerve blocks. They may be surprised to see that anaesthetists and general surgeons are not mandated in the early management of multiple trauma, that the airway doctor may be putting in a central line in a trauma patient, and that they don't classify pain management drugs in a hierarchy. They fail to explain that when inserting a urinary catheter, it is necessary to wait five minutes for the local anaesthetic to penetrate, prior to passing the catheter. There is an irritating use of trade names and they don't standardize on SI units throughout the book. When managing epistaxis, the issue of good light, proper instruments and an attempt to find the bleeding site should precede haemostatic management, and they wisely avoid the current controversy over the use of hyperbaric oxygen in carbon monoxide poisoning.
For the tyro, the above notwithstanding, this is an excellent little summary and pocket reference book for the non-emergency physician, a peek into the more challenging side of Emergency Medicine. It is however, rather expensive at $40.00 but creditably printed in Australia.
B. WALPOLE Emergency Physician, Co-Director, Division of Medicine, Royal Hobart Hospital, Hobart, Tas. 1999 They provide the opportunity for ICU clinicians to keep abreast of relevant research and basic science topics otherwise scattered over many sources. Science is intermingled with brief clinical overviews (e.g., Management of Subarachnoid Hemorrhage). The genetics of critical illness and immunometabolics move to front, followed by infection and shock updates.
A number of the basic science essays cast light on why steroids are re-emerging agents in the later phases of shock and lung injury.
A balanced view of Lung Protection during mechanical ventilation is presented although this predates the release of the NIH ARDS Network trial news of a 25% reduction in deaths with small volume ventilation. (Visit their web site at www.hedwig.mgh. harvard.edu for details!) To better reflect our current practice I would like to see a recurrent chapter on noninvasive ventilation as results of randomized controlled trials emerge.
Several chapters contain monitoring updates (e.g., neuromuscular function, TOE, oesophageal Doppler, arterial thermodilution). And the repetitive debate on gastric tonometry continues. The Economic and Ethics section advances to include a chapter on the Quality of ICU Outcome. Professor Vincent's Yearbooks complement textbooks and journals. They remain a good value summary of the current scientific literature. Not "just another yearbook" but the latest in a series of vignobles.
T. JACQUES Director, ICU, St George Hospital, Sydney, N.S.W. 
